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Lauren Kelly, Ph.D   

Email: lauren.kelly@unt.edu 

Office: 322DA Matthews   

Office Phone: (940) 565-4646         

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1-2 and by appointment. 

 

Class Meeting Time: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 2:00 pm – 2:50 pm  

Class Meeting Place: Terrill Hall 120 

   

Required Textbook: 

 

Stinnet, N., & Stinnet, N., DeGenova, M. K., & Rice, P.E. (2017). Intimate relationships, marriages 

& families (9th ed.). Oxford University Press.  

 

Course Description 

 

The study of dating, courtship, and marriage relationships. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

1. Students are expected to attend class as scheduled. If you think you will need to miss a lot of 

classes or you are just not interested in attending class, it is suggested that you drop this 

class as soon as possible. Material for the exams will be both from the material in the book 

as well as any material covered in class.  

 

2. Students are expected to keep up with the readings and participate in class. This course is 

largely based on discussion in class. In addition to the readings listed in the syllabus, there 

may be supplemental readings assigned that will be posted on Blackboard at 

https://ecampus.unt.edu. If you do not regularly check Blackboard, you will miss important 

information such as handouts and announcements.  

 

3. Two tests will be given throughout the semester (see the dates on the schedule). Each exam 

will be worth 20% (200 points) of your final grade. Tests may include a variety of question 

types including all or some of the following: multiple choice, true/false, matching, and fill-

in-the-blanks. Legitimate reasons for missing an exam include medical, judicial, or serious 

personal events that truly do not allow you to take the exam. If you miss an exam, you will 

be asked to provide documentation to support the reason for your absence. The makeup 

exam may be different from the exam given in class and may include different question 

types (including essay questions). The final exam is on Monday, December 11th from 1:30 

pm – 3:30 pm. Make-ups for the final exam will only be given in case of emergency and 

with prior notice.   
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4. In-Class Assignments: During the semester, 10 short written assignments will be 

completed during class. These assignments will not be announced in advance and you must 

be in class to complete them; no make-up opportunities will be available. In-class 

assignments will be worth 100 towards your final grade. 

 

5. ART (Applied Relationship Theory Exercises): Throughout the semester, a variety of 

activities outside the classroom will be completed. You may complete as many activities as 

you prefer; the goal is to accumulate 100 points for all of the activities combined (some will 

be worth more points than others). These activities will require you to reflect on your 

interactions and beliefs regarding dating and marriage beliefs. The instructions for each 

assignment will be posted on Blackboard. These activities are due at multiple dates during 

the semester. Individual grades from each completed activity will be added together and that 

total is worth 100 points of your final grade. No late papers will be accepted. 

 

6. Pecha Kucha Presentation: Each student will examine varying cultural/religious beliefs 

and customs for dating, courtship, marriage, and family life for a group/location. For the 

presentation, each student will create a presentation containing no more than 20 slides, each 

set at 20 seconds. More information and a grading rubric will be posted on Blackboard. The 

Pecha Kucha presentation is due Monday, November 6th and will be worth 200 points of 

your final grade.  

 

7. Pecha Kucha Reflection: Students will be required to view, summarize, and reflect on a 

minimum of 5 of the recorded Pecha Kucha Presentations available through the YouTube 

class playlist. More information and a grading rubric will be posted on Blackboard. The 

Pecha Kucha Reflection is due on Monday, November 20th and will be worth 200 points of 

your final grade.  

 

Success in this course on all the aforementioned requirements is your choice! If you choose to be 

successful, I will be happy to help you. If you do not choose to be successful, I will honor your 

choice. Every student has the potential to succeed in this class. 

 

Course Evaluation 
 

In short, final grades will be based on the following: 
 

 In-Class Assignments      100  

 ART Activities      100 

Pecha Kucha Presentation     200 

Pecha Kucha Reflection     200  

 Midterm       200 

      Final Exam       200 

Total                  1000 

The following grading scale will be used: 

 

900-1000 A 

800-899 B 

700-799 C 

600-699 D 

599-0    F 
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Academic Integrity and Professional Conduct 

 

It is expected that students will conform to the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct 

and Discipline as outlined in the undergraduate catalog and online through the Center for Student 

Rights and Responsibilities. Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that 

particular assignment or exam and possible grade consequences for the class. Additionally, the 

incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the 

UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized 

assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond 

those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying 

out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material 

belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or 

resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the 

instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term 

"plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct 

quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 

acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by 

another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  

 

Students are also expected to conduct themselves as mature and responsible adults while enrolled in 

this course.  This includes displaying respect for peers and faculty, accepting personal 

responsibility for coming to class, maintaining class notes, and completing given assignments.  

 

Acceptable Student Behavior 

 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 

forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom 

and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's 

conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct 

apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 

groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at  

http://deanofstudents.unt.edu. 

 

Access to Information – Eagle Connect 

 

Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at http://www.my.unt.edu. 

All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. 

For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward 

your e‐mail: http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

 

ADA Statement 

 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 

disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 

Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 

you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding  

your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 

notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 

http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://www.my.unt.edu/
http://www.my.unt.edu/
http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/
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delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 

semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For 

additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 

http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565‐4323. 

 

 

 

  

http://disability.unt.edu/
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HDFS 2313: Courtship and Marriage 
     (Topics and dates are subject to change)    

Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

due 

August 28 Introduction to the course Syllabus  

August 30 Relationships in the 21st Century Chapter 1  

September 1 Relationships in the 21st Century  Chapter 1  

September 4 Enjoy Labor Day!   

September 6 Gender: Identity and Roles   Chapter 2 Activity 

September 8 Being Single Chapter 3  

September 11 
Attraction and Dating 

 
Chapter 4 Activity 

September 13 
Love and Mate Selection 

 
Chapter 5  

September 15 Work on PK in class   

September 18 Love gone bad  Activity 

September 20 Attachment and Relationships    

September 22 Symbolic Interactionism   

September 25 Application of Systems Theory 

Guest Lecture- 

Olive Branch 

Family Therapy 

 

September 27 Family and Definitional Issues   Activity  

September 29 Work, Family Roles, and Material Resources Chapter 8  

October 2 
Qualities of a Successful Marriage/ Marriage over the Life 

Cycle.  
Chapters 6/7 Activity 

October 4 Online dating   

October 6 Interdependency theory    

October 9 Midterm Chapters 1-8  

October 11 Communication    

October 13 Decision Making and Communication Chapter 9  

October 16 Decision Making and Communication  Activity 

October 18 Work on PK in Class   

October 20 Sex Chapter 10  

October 23 Sex  Activity 

October 25 Family Planning and Parenthood Chapter 12  

October 27 Family Planning and Parenthood   

October 30 Pregnancy and Childbirth Chapter 13 Activity 

November 1 Parent-Child Relationships   

November 3 Parent-Child Relationships   

November 6 Gay and Lesbian Parenting  Pecha Kucha 

November 8 Death, Dying, Grief in Families and Relationships   

November 10 Extended Families  Chapter 14  

November 13 Relationship Violence  Activity 
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November 15 Stresses and Strains   

November 17 Stress/Strain/Jealousy Chapter 15  

Date Topic Reading 
Assignment 

due 

November 20 Conflict and Crisis  
PK Reflection 

due 

November 22 Enjoy Thanksgiving Break!   

November 24 Enjoy Thanksgiving Break! Chapter 15  

November 27 Divorce   

November 29 PK Discussion   

December 1 Remarriage/Step-parenting Chapter 16  

December 4 Repair and relationship maintenance  Chapter 17 Activity 

December 6 Repair and relationship maintenance/exam review   

December 12 Final Exam from 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm Chapters 9-17 Final Exam 
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Syllabus Addendum 
 

The following are important tips/guidelines/requirements that will ensure your success in this class: 

 

1. DO read the syllabus and the assignment guidelines carefully. I do my best to lay everything 

out for you all in those documents. If you read and follow them carefully, you will 

successfully complete all the major requirements for the course. Everything you ever needed 

to know about the class (i.e., course schedule, my office hours, my office location) is provided 

in the syllabus.  

 

2. If you ever have any questions about anything in the assignment guidelines or other course 

documents, ASK! I want to help you do well in this class and providing clarification to you all 

is one way for me to do that.  

 

3. DO check your UNT email. I will send class emails to your UNT account so you either need 

to access that email account regularly or forward your email to another account that you use. 

You will miss extremely important information if you do not check the emails I send. 

 

4. At the end of the semester, do NOT ask me to change your grade. That would be unethical and 

unfair to every student that has earned his/her given grade.  

 

5. Deadlines are deadlines for a reason. I will NOT accept late papers and your paper will be 

considered late the first minute after class is scheduled to end. For example, if class ends at 

12:00 pm, that means that if you try to give me your paper at 12:15 pm, I will NOT accept it. I 

must have your paper in my hands by the end of class when the specific assignment is due. 

 

6. Do NOT email me your paper. I only accept paper copies brought to me in class. If there is an 

extenuating circumstance, I will consider accepting an electronic copy of your paper. 

However, whether or not I accept your paper that way is completely up to my discretion and 

do not simply assume that I will accept it. You need to explain the situation and ask me first. 

 

7. When I return your papers in class, DO pick them up. I will provide feedback on why you 

received that specific grade unless you received a perfect score. Make sure to look at that 

feedback before asking me what you did wrong. If I deducted points, I will tell you where and 

why. Use that feedback to make improvements on future papers so that you do not get points 

counted off again for a similar mistake.  

 

8. When completing a paper, please follow the structure I provide for you in the specific 

assignment guidelines (if one is provided). This ensures that you are covering the correct 

material in the correct way. 

 

9. DO NOT TALK IN CLASS. We can all hear you. Even if you think you’re whispering and 

we cannot hear you, we can.  

 

10. A cold is not a medical emergency. Other minor illnesses like that are NOT medical 

emergencies and therefore, you will not be granted an excused absence if you miss class for 

that reason. If you have a true medical emergency, I need documentation of that in order to 

provide you with an excused absence.  


